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M I K E  C U R B  : 50 Years{ }

   ou can tell a lot about a man by the way he treats animals. In the Curb household, it was her parents’ compassion 
that left the biggest impression on their youngest daughter, Courtney. 

“My sister and I were not sure about the move to Nashville, but Dad finally convinced us by promising to bring our 
two dogs and two horses with the promise of more animal additions in the future,” Courtney says. “We even snuck a frog 
in an aquarium onto the plane, as well as a cockatiel that chirped through the whole flight from LA.” 

But it was the horses – feeding them in the cold at 6:30 in the morning – that began to drive home some life 
lessons for the girls.  

“We had grown up in LA, where we didn’t have 20-degree mornings, so that was a bit of a shock to the system,” 
says Courtney. “But it was important to our parents that we learned about responsibility, and that we shared their 
love for caring for animals.” 

The Curb ranch in Thousand Oaks, California, had been a weekend getaway, and the girls were able to ride 
horses, feed the sheep and goats, raise baby ducklings and play with the rescue dogs. 

Shortly after the move to Nashville, the Curbs’ two dogs turned into six, and the family home has continued to 
serve as a shelter for rescue dogs and fosters for which Courtney finds new homes.  

When Courtney graduated from college and married, she and her husband, Taylor, moved to San Antonio. Mike and 
Linda loved to visit, and one day announced that they’d stopped by the local humane society and decided to help them 
build a new facility that included an educational center so kids could learn how to care for animals.  

“It was such an honor that Dad would do that for me,” Courtney says. “He knew how much it would mean to 
the animals, to the shelter that always struggles with funding, and to me.” 

Courtney and Taylor have lived and worked in Daytona Beach, Florida and San Antonio, Texas. They now live 
in Nashville. She directs human resources for Curb Records and participates with dog placement as a national 
trustee for the American Lab Rescue organization. 

And, true to form, Mike Curb found an opportunity to get involved with Daytona State College, where Taylor 
worked in institutional relations. The Curb College of Arts, Music and Science was established at Daytona State in 2010. 

“He sees opportunities where he can make a difference, and he comes up with these ideas that really maximize 
the benefit,” Courtney says of her dad. “I think he just enjoys helping people. He’s one of the most compassionate 
and understanding men I’ve ever known.”

With Courtney are,  

left to right: Nemo, Gamer, 

Maggie, and Pumpkin, all 

rescue dogs.

C O U R T N E Y  C U R B  C H I L D R E S S

Y

It was important to our parents that we learned 
about responsibility, and that we shared their 
love for caring for animals.“

”
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SAN ANTONIO HUMANE SOCIETY 

01 Mike Curb Family Education Center 
02 San Antonio Humane Society Executive Director 

Kathryn Bice 

03 The Mike Curb Education Center at the San Antonio 

Humane Society 

04 Both of Mike Curb’s daughters, Courtney and Megan, 

lived in San Antonio at the time of our involvement with the 

Curb Family Education Center at the Humane Society. The 

Curb family always adopted many of the dogs including 

those pictured with Megan at the Curb’s home. 

05 San Antonio Humane Society Campus, one of the largest 

humane society facilities in the country

THE MIKE CURB FAMILY EDUCATION CENTER AT THE SAN ANTONIO HUMANE SOCIETY

P364-380_Foundation3-FEB21_Lr3.qxp_P364-380  2/25/21  9:14 AM  Page 367



[  3 6 8  ]

MIKE CURB INDUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL BUSINESS HALL OF FAME  
AT THE MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY IN CHICAGO

THE MIKE CURB FREE ENTERPRISE CENTER AT JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT (NASHVILLE) 
AND THE MIKE CURB LEARNING CENTER FOR FREE ENTERPRISE  

AT JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT (LOS ANGELES)
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01

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT LOS ANGELES 
AND NASHVILLE 

01 The Mike Curb Center for Free Enterprise known 

as “BizTown,” Nashville 

02 Mike Curb and Trent Klingensmith, Director of 

Nashville Junior Achievement, at the Mike Curb 

Center for Free Enterprise

02

THE MIKE CURB FREE ENTERPRISE CENTER (NASHVILLE)  
AND THE MIKE CURB LEARNING CENTER FOR FREE ENTERPRISE (LOS ANGELES)
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OASIS CENTER AND SECOND 
HARVEST FOOD BANK 

01 The Curb Education Center  

02 College counseling at Oasis  

03 Mike Curb with Nashville Vice Mayor 

Howard Gentry when Curb received his Star on 

the Music City Walk of Fame  

04 The Safe Haven Family Shelter is an impor-

tant part of the Curb Homelessness initiative. In 

2013 Safe Haven honored Mike Curb as a 

Diamond Level Guardian Angel for his commit-

ment to this magnificent homeless project. Safe 

Haven is located near the Nashville Rescue 

Mission, which is also an important part of the 

Curb Homelessness iniative. 

05 Computer skills class at the Curb Education 

Center at Oasis in Nashville 

06 Josh Agajanian, Sam Schmidt, Mike Curb, 

Bill Anthony and Cary Agajanian in 2012 

receiving their Indianapolis 500 victory rings 

and presenting a check from Curb Records to the 

Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation  

07 The Stella Curb Teacher Training 

Classrooms in Nashville named in honor of 

Mike’s mother

SAM SCHMIDT PARALYSIS FOUNDATION

THE CURB EDUCATION CENTER AT OASIS 
SAFE HAVEN FAMILY SHELTER 

CURB HOMELESSNESS

“Mike’s investment in the Public Benefit Foundation, provided the resources 
needed to begin and sustain collaborative efforts around poverty and 

homelessness. Because of Mike’s sincere commitment, the city of Nashville  
is beginning to experience a decline in these areas.” 

— H O W A R D  C .  G E N T R Y ,  C R I M I N A L  C O U R T  C L E R K  A N D  F O R M E R  C E O  O F  T H E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E   

P U B L I C  B E N E F I T  F O U N D A T I O N  A N D  F O R M E R  V I C E  M A Y O R  O F  N A S H V I L L E

03
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01 The Mike Curb Family Welcome Center at 

Second Harvest Food Bank in Nashville  

02 Mike Curb speaking after accepting the Jack 

C. Massey Leadership Award from Vanderbilt 

Chancellor Nick Zeppos and Belmont President 

Bob Fisher with Tom Starling, President/CEO of 

Mental Health America of Middle Tennessee  

03 Taylor and Courtney Childress, Linda and 

Mike Curb and John Seigenthaler  

04 Chancellor Nick Zeppos, Martha Ingram 

and Mike Curb  

05 Curb CEO, Jim Ed Norman, former Vice 

Mayor Howard Gentry, Mike Curb, BMI Vice 

President Jody Williams, Commissioner Bill 

Hagerty and Sony Music President & CEO Troy 

Tomlinson

THE MIKE CURB FAMILY WELCOME CENTER AT SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK

MIKE CURB RECEIVES THE JACK C. MASSEY LEADERSHIP AWARD  
FROM MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE
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“I don’t think that there have been enough horns blown because of the things that Mike Curb has done,  
but he has definitely used his time and his resources to make Nashville a better place.” 

— M A R T H A  R I V E R S  I N G R A M

THE MIKE CURB FAMILY MUSIC EDUCATION HALL  
AT THE SCHERMERHORN SYMPHONY CENTER
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SCHERMERHORN SYMPHONY 
CENTER AND COUNTRY MUSIC 
HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM 

01 Exterior of the Schermerhorn Symphony 

Center in Nashville containing the  Mike Curb 

Family Music Education Hall 

02 Mike and Linda Curb at the Mike Curb 

Family Music Education Hall at the 

Schermerhorn Symphony Center in Nashville 

03 Mike Curb Family Music Education Hall at 

the Schermerhorn Symphony Center 

04 Mike and Linda Curb with Dana and Tom 

Sherrard 

05 Megan, Linda, Courtney and Symphony 

Founder Martha Ingram presenting the 

Harmony Award to Mike and Linda 

06 The Curb Conservatory at the Country Music 

Hall of Fame 

07 The Country Music Hall of Fame and 

Museum in Nashville 

08 In 2013 the Country Music Hall of Fame dou-

bled its size and created the Linda and Mike Curb 

Terrace that adjoins the Fifth Avenue entrance of 

the Country Music Hall of Fame to access the 

Music City Center.  

09 40 years after the Mike Curb Congregation 

performed weekly on the national Glen 

Campbell CBS-TV show, Curb and Campbell 

were together in the Curb Conservatory when 

Glen was inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

10 Executive Director Kyle Young, Sally and 

Eddy Arnold, Mike and Chairman Emeritus Bud 

Wendell announcing the Eddy Arnold gift while 

Mike was Executive Vice President of the Board 

of Trustees of the Country Music Foundation 

11 Dick Frank and Mike Curb (Frank was one 

of the original founders of the CMA and the 

Country Music Hall of Fame and he worked with 

Mike Curb to preserve the Hank Williams cata-

logue while Curb was president of MGM) 

THE MIKE CURB CONSERVATORY AND COURTYARD  
AT THE COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM

10 11 12
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2013 GRAND OPENING OF NASHVILLE’S MUSIC CITY CENTER (MCC)

01 The Music City Walk of Fame connects 

the Music City Center with the Bridgestone 

Arena, the Omni Hotel, the Mike Curb 

Conservatory at the Country Music Hall of 

Fame and the Schermerhorn Symphony 

Center 

02 The Music Mile extends Music Row to 

the magnificent Schermerhorn Symphony 

Center which connects with the Music City 

Walk of Fame. The Curb Music Education 

Room is at the far right corner, directly 

across from the Curb Conservatory at the 

Country Music Hall of Fame. Also pictured 

are the Pinnacle and Encore buildings. 

03 The grand opening of the Music City 

Center (MCC) occurred on May 19-20, 

2013, which was the 50th anniversary of 

Nashville Metro and also the 50th 

anniversary of Curb Records. 

04 Mike Curb standing at the main 

entrance of the Music City Center on open-

ing day 

05 The Music City Center is referred to as 

the MCC. It was coincidental that the 

opening occurred on the 50th anniversary 

of Metro which is also the 50th anniver-

sary of Curb Records and that the Music 

City Center is referred to as the MCC which 

are Curb’s initials (Michael Charles Curb). 

06 Linda and Mike Curb Terrace and 

Restaurant are on Fifth Avenue, which is 

part of the Country Music Hall of Fame 

and Omni Hotel, directly across from the 

entrance to the MCC. 

07 Linda and Mike Curb Terrace and 

Restaurant on Fifth Avenue looking 

toward downtown Nashville 

08 Mike Curb standing in front of his Star 

on the Music City Walk of Fame in front of 

the Curb Conservatory at the entrance to 

the Country Music Hall of Fame with the 

new Omni Hotel also connected 

09 Mike Curb and Pat Alger, President of 

the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame 

Foundation celebrate the opening of the 

Songwriters Hall of Fame at the Music City 

Center where Curb is one of the Founding 

Benefactors. 
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02 03
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01 The Mike Curb Conservatory at the Country Music Hall of 

Fame with the RCA Studio B sign offering tours of the historic 

Studio, which the Curb Foundation owns and restored. 

02 Over 50,000 people tour historic RCA Studio B each year 

03 Bus carrying visitors to historic RCA Studio B 

04 The entrance to the Curb Records Courtyard and Mike 

Curb Conservatory 

05 Mike Curb at the Curb Records Courtyard at the Country 

Music Hall of Fame 

06 Mike Curb inside the Curb Conservatory at the Country 

Music Hall of Fame 

07 In 2014 Mike Curb was honored with the Musicians Hall 

of Fame Induction Award.  With Mike are the legendary artists 

Barbara Mandrell and Neil Young with Museum CEO Joe 

Chambers. 

08 Mike Curb with Marty Dickens, 2013 Nashvillian of the 

Year and Chairman of the Music City Center 

09 2014 Nashvillian of the Year and long-time Curb attorney 

Tom Sherrard, Linda and Mike Curb and Nashville Mayor Karl 

Dean, who was the driving force behind the MCC 

10 Mike and Linda meet with long-time Curb attorneys Jay 

Bowen and John Unger at their offices in the Curb building 

above the Johnny Cash Museum 
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NEVE YERUSHALAYIM 
UNIVERSITY, JERUSALEM 

01 & 02 Curb-Keller Dormitory 

03 Micheline Keller, Hedva Danoff, Mike Curb, 

Linda Curb and Max Keller 

04 Mike and Linda plant a tree on the campus 

05 Max and Micheline Keller with their 

children, David and Nicole 

06 The dedication ceremony of the Curb-Keller 

Dormitory 

07 Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and President 

Gerald Ford announce the formation of the Mike 

Curb Nachlah in Israel 

08 & 09 Acting Governor Mike Curb 

dedicating the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in 

Los Angeles with three of his close friends, 

Ambassador Theadore Cummings, Holmes 

Tuttle and Chairman-President Steve Broidy. 

Both of Mike and Linda’s daughters were born 

in this hospital while Mike was acting governor. 

10 Mike and Linda Curb receiving the Neve 

Yerushalayim Master Builder’s Award 

 

THE MIKE CURB NACHLAH FOR EDUCATION IN ISRAEL 
THE CURB-KELLER DORMITORY AT NEVE YERUSHALAYIM UNIVERSITY IN ISRAEL  

AND THE DEDICATION OF CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER IN LOS ANGELES

01
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07 10
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA,  
LOS ANGELES AND NASHVILLE 

01 Beaman-Curb Boy Scout Conference Center, 

Nashville 

02 Dedication plaque honoring Mike’s father, 

Charles Curb 

03 Linda and Mike Curb with Mary Dunphy, 

Stella Curb and Maria Vigil 

04 The Mike Curb Boy Scout Center, Los 

Angeles 

05 Mike Curb presenting awards to Boy Scouts 

06 Mike Curb and Lee Beaman cut the ribbon 

on the new Boy Scout Conference Center as 

Kelley Beaman, Linda Curb and Stella Curb 

look on. Also pictured is Dr. Harry Jacobson 

who was CEO of Vanderbilt Medical Center dur-

ing the years that Mike Curb served as 

Chairman of the Board of Vanderbilt Children’s 

Hospital.

01

02

03 04

05 06

THE BEAMAN-CURB BOY SCOUT CONFERENCE CENTER
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CURB FOUNDATION 
PHILANTHROPY 

01 Rocketown in Nashville 

02 Mike with Rocketown founder Michael W. 

Smith 

03 Rocketown Founders Circle honorees Mike 

and Linda Curb 

04 Mike with the legendary Bill Gaither 

05 Michael W. Smith announcing the Linda & 

Mike Curb Recording Studio at Rocketown in 

Nashville which serves at-risk teens 

06 Chancellor and President of Pepperdine 

University Dr. Howard White presenting Curb 

with the honorary doctor of law degree along 

with his wife Linda, his mother Stella, his 

father Charles, and Shel and Susan Lytton, 

Mike’s former chief of staff 

07 Dr. Mike Schatzlein, President & CEO of St. 

Thomas Health Services with Mike and Linda 

Curb at the opening of the Linda & Mike Curb 

Institute for Advanced Medical Education 

08 Mike and Linda Curb receiving The Seton 

Society Hospital Award 

09 Mike Curb speaking at the opening of the 

Linda & Mike Curb Institute for Advanced 

Medical Education 

10 Dan Thompson, VP St. Thomas Health 

Foundation; Tim Adams, President & CEO 

Ascension St. Thomas; Linda & Mike 

Curb; Mike Schatzlein, President St. Thomas 

Health Services; Greg Pope, Chief Mission 

Integration Officer; Fahad Tahir, President, 

Ascension St. Thomas West and Midtown 
11 Pictured in front of the Mission In Motion 

mobile unit – Mike Schatzlein, President of the 

overall St. Thomas Board with St. Thomas 

Hospital President Dawn Rudolph, Baptist 

Hospital President Bernie Sherry, the board, 

Marla King, director of Executive Support 

Services, and Mike Curb who served six terms on 

the board (St. Thomas is part of Ascension that 

owns the Seton Hospitals which are major 

healthcare providers in Texas, Florida, 

Tennessee, Indiana and other states) 

12 San Antonio Medical Clinic (In honor of 

Mike Curb’s grandmother Eloisa Salazar) 

13 Karen Springer, Ex. VP Ascension; Mike & 

Linda Curb; Jonathan Reckford, CEO Habitat for 

Humanity  

14 The Reverend Charlie M. Curb plaque at the 

Sanctuary at St. Thomas Midtown (formerly 

Baptist Hospital) that bears his name 

15 St. Vincent’s Hospital in Jacksonville FL 

16 Linda and Mike at the entrance to the 

Reverend Charlie M. Curb Sanctuary 

 

17 St. Vincent De Paul Elementary School in 

Long Beach, Mississippi (in honor of Linda 

Curb’s mother, Mary Dunphy) 

18 The University of Tennessee, University of 

Texas and Indianapolis Marian University join 

with the Hospitals of Seton (Austin), St. Francis 

(Indy), St. Vincent’s (Jacksonville) and St. 

Thomas to form the Curb Institute for Advanced 

Medical Education 
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ROCKETOWN CURB STUDIO

05

03

[  3 7 7  ]

P364-380_Foundation3-FEB21_Lr3.qxp_P364-380  2/25/21  9:15 AM  Page 377



[  3 7 8  ]

08

07

11

10

13

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AND INDIANAPOLIS MARIAN  
UNIVERSITY JOIN WITH THE HOSPITALS OF SETON (AUSTIN), ST. FRANCIS (INDY),  

ST. VINCENT’S (JACKSONVILLE) AND ST. THOMAS TO FORM THE  
CURB INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED MEDICAL EDUCATION
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VANDERBILT CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AND THE NASHVILLE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

01 Megan and Courtney with Mike Curb at the groundbreaking for the Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, 

while Curb was serving as chairman of the board 

02 Megan Curb Cox, Mike with grandson Brandon, Courtney Curb Childress, Linda with granddaugh-

ter Catie outside the Kevin Michael Crawler Gym 

03 Linda and Mike Curb with daughter Courtney Curb Childress at the Mike Curb Family Pediatric 

Rehabilitation Clinic 

04 & 05 Mike and Linda at the Curb Theatre at the Nashville Library 

06 The LeAnn Rimes Orthopaedic Gym at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital 

07 Megan, Courtney and Mike at the dedication of the Curb Theatre at the Nashville Library 

08 & 09 Grandson Brandon and granddaughter Catie at the Curb Theatre at the Nashville Library

THE CURB FAMILY PEDIATRIC CLINIC AND CLASSROOMS  
AT VANDERBILT CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
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THE CURB FAMILY CHILDREN’S THEATRE AT THE NASHVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
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CURB HOMELESS INITIATIVES 

05 0604

07 08 09
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CURB FAMILY FOUNDATION

10 11

13 14

12

15
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01 Rendering of the Curb Victory Hall for 

homeless veterans 

02 Mike, Mayor Briley, MDHA Executive 

Director Jim Harbison and others at the ground-

breaking for Curb Victory Hall 

03 Building site of Curb Victory Hall 

04 Mayor Briley speaking at the groundbreak-

ing 

05 Mike speaking at the Curb Victory Hall 

groundbreaking 

06 MDHA Executive Director Jim Harbison 

with Linda and Mike Curb 

07 Mike with Operation Stand Down CEO John 

Krenson 

08 MDHA Executive Director Jim Harbison 

speaking at the groundbreaking 

09 Mike and Bill Harbison 

10 Mike and Linda with John Krenson 

11 Room In The Inn Founding Director Father 

Charles Strobel, Executive Director Rachel 

Hester, Mike, Maria Vigil and Linda 

12 Linda and Mike with President Jimmy 

Carter 

 

13 Habitat for Humanity’s Lauren Lane Payne 

presenting Mike and Linda with a plaque hon-

oring their contribution to the Jimmy & 

Rosalynn Carter Work Project 

14 Mike, Mayor Briley, Becky Judd, Maria 

Vigil, Tanya DuReaux, Mayor Briley’s Chief of 

Staff Emily Passini and Pedro Vigil 

15 Angel Tree honoring those who lost their 

lives on the streets of Nashville 

16 Room In The Inn where Curb sponsors 

meals at Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day 

17 Mike meeting residents at Room In The Inn  

18 Mike and Linda with Glenn Cranfield, 

President & CEO of Nashville Rescue Mission 

and Hope Center (for Women and Children) 

19 Mike with Curb artist Ruthie Collins, 

Courtney Childress and Linda Curb cutting the 

ribbon at the start of the Hike for the Homeless 

benefiting Nashville’s Safe Haven Family Shelter 

 

CURB HOMELESS INITIATIVES 
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01
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01 Mike and Linda Curb with the Sponsor Sign for the 

2019 Carter Work Project 

02 Mike with President Jimmy Carter 

03 Mike with former First Lady Rosalynn Carter 

04 Group photo of the volunteers with President Jimmy 

Carter and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter, Garth 

Brooks and Trisha Yearwood 

05 Mike and Linda in front of the house that Curb vol-

unteers helped build 

06 Curb volunteers with the new homeowner Lauren 

Rolston 

07 Trisha Yearwood and Garth Brooks at the Bluebird 

08 Mike with Lauren Lane Payne, SVP at Habitat for 

Humanity 

09 Mike and Linda Curb with Jon and Linda Roebuck 

10,11 Mike and Linda Curb at the 2019 Carter Habitat 

build site

2019  HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CARTER WORK PROJECT IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
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