CHARLIE McCLOUD CURB

Charlie McCloud Curb was born to Monroe and
Fannie Curb in Bell County, Texas, on October 29, 1876.
He was the seventh of thirteen
children, three of whom died in a
diphtheria epidemic. The family
moved to the Chickasaw Nation
in southern Indian Territory near
Leon and Burneyville. Charlie
grew up there, in what is now
Love County, Oklahoma.

Charlie was a frail child, and
when he was 19 years old his
parents took him to Sulphur Springs and Oil Springs in an
attempt to improve his health. It did him little good, and in
March 1897 he weighed only 100 pounds.

Being confined to the house, Charlie was exposed to the
Bible teaching of his devout Baptist mother and
Grandmother Mary, who lived with them. This no doubt
deeply influenced the course of his later life.

On July 30, 1895, Fannie Curb wrote that “Charlie
professed religion and joined the church.” Later Charlie
wrote about this as follows: “It happened in a brush arbor
meeting at Friendly Hope Church under the preaching of
great day of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to
Stand?”

Two weeks later, Charlie traveled to Jack County,
Texas, to try the mineral waters there. He stayed for eight
months, but his health problems continued. It wasn’t until
about August 1898, when he was nearly 22 years old, that he
- began to rapidly gain strength.

Charlie began preaching in 1899. He wanted to go to
seminary, but his recurrences of illness hindered this
possibility. In 1900 his father bought—for $16—a buggy to
facilitate his travel to preaching opportunities.
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